
 Zechariah:  Odd Visions, Puzzling Statements, Messiah Peeks Out, God Wins 
Chapter “15” – The Coming of Christ 

 
Introduction:  Over the past 10 weeks we have looked at one incredible chapter after another in 
this remarkable book.  A command and a promise highlighted in Yahweh's neon lights formed 
the basis of the first prophecy.  And the people responded by returning to God.  What followed is 
this incredible book containing a series of prophecies of what God would do.   
 The second prophecy involved 8 visions: 
 

1) The rider on the horse – the world at peace, Jerusalem distressed, and a 
pleading Angel, 

2) The four horns and four skilled ones – the oppressing world powers and their 
destruction, 

3) The measuring line – the expansion of Jerusalem and the presence of Yahweh 
4) The defense and re clothing of Joshua, the priest – the removal of iniquity and 

the coming Branch 
5) The menorah and the two olive trees – the temple would be built by the Spirit 

and the two witnesses point to the Messiah 
6) The flying scroll – the expulsion of sinners 
7) The woman in the basket – the removal of evil itself 
8) The four chariots – the bringing in of peace 

 

 Next we find the center section of the book, a section from 6:9-15, where the priestly and 
kingly lines are merged into one person, the Branch, who will build the future temple of Yahweh 
and who will be Yahweh. 
 The second half of the book opens with the third prophecy which takes us from fasting to 
feasts and from stopped ears to seeking hearts through the graces of a God who is determined to 
do good to Jerusalem.   
 Following this last dated prophecy are two burdens (or oracles) of Yahweh, the first 
against the nations in chapters 9-11 and the second against Israel in chapters 12-14.  God would 
destroy the nations who come up against Jerusalem and He would refine His people.  In the end, 
He wins and all the nations worship Him. 
 

The Role of Zechariah in the New Testament:  Zechariah points directly to the coming of the 
Messiah.  The book is intensely Messianic.  If our ears are open in the reading of Zechariah, we 
can hear echos reverberating throughout the New Testament.   
 First, there is the call to return to God (Zechariah 1:3).  The word used here in the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament (the Septuagint) is used in the New Testament to 
describe conversion to following Christ (Luke 1:16; Acts 3:19; 9:35; 11:21; 15:19; 26:18, 20;  
1 Thessalonians 1:9; James 5:19; 1 Peter 2:25).   
 What follows are visions that repeatedly point to Jesus.   
 1)  The intercession of the Angel of Yahweh (Zechariah 1:12) (Luke 22:32; John 17:9,  
 20; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25). 
 2)  The zeal of Jesus for Jerusalem (Zechariah 1:14; 8:2) (Matthew 23:37-39; John 2:17). 
 3)  The return of God with mercy  (Zechariah 1:16; 8:3) (Luke 1:54, 72). 
 4)  The building of His house (Zechariah 1:16; 6:12-13) (Matthew 16:18; John 2:19). 
 5)  He would be the God who was sent from God (Zechariah 2:8-11, 3:9; 6:15) (John 1:1;  
 3:17; 4:34; 5:23, 24, 30, 36, 37, 38; 6:29, 38, 39, 40, 44, 57; 7:16, 18, 28, 29, 33;  
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  8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42; 9:4; 10:36, 42, 44, 45, 49, 13:16, 20, 14:24; 15:21; 16:5, 17:3,  
 18, 21, 23, 25; 20:21). 
 6)  He would be the One who would dwell in Zion's midst (Zechariah 2:10) (John 1:14). 
 7)  The Gentiles will be joined to Him and be His people (Zechariah 2:11)  
  (Luke 2:32; John 10:16; Matthew 28:28-30). 
 8)  He would be the One who removes iniquity (Zechariah 3:4, 9) (Matthew 1:21; John  
 1:29; 1 John 3:5; Hebrews 10:12).  
 9)  He would fulfill the priesthood (Zechariah 3:8) (Hebrews 2:17; 4:14; 5:1-10; 7:11-28;  
 8:1-6; 9:1-28; 10:1-14). 
 10)  He would be the Branch (Zechariah 3:8)  In Psalm 132:17, the verbal form of this  
 Hebrew word is used to describe the sprouting of David's horn, the Messiah.  This  
 word is also used of the Messiah in Jeremiah 23:5 and 33:15, as well as later in  
  Zechariah 6:12.  The Aramaic cognate word means to spring or shine forth, as a 
 shining or a sprouting.  The Jews translated this word into Greek using the word “ 
 Day-spring” or the “East” in the Septuagint, bringing forward the idea of the  
 rising light.  (Luke 1:78). 
 11)  The Menorah (the lamp-stand) (Zechariah 4:2, 14) (John 1:4-9; 8:12; 12:35-36, 46). 
 12)  The Capstone (Zechariah 4:7) The word “capstone” is literally the Hebrew words  
 meaning “chief stone.”  This word phrase may reference a cornerstone or a  
 capstone.  Given that the foundation of the temple had already been laid   
 (Zechariah 4:9), the prophecy makes sense only if we understand this word as  
 referencing the capstone.  These two words are also found in   Psalm 118:22,  
 another Messianic passage that is quoted in Matthew 21:42.  The Greek word  
 used in Matthew 21:42 is as ambiguous as the Hebrew word, and can be   
 translated either as a cornerstone or a keystone. 
 After the 8 visions we have the center of the book in Zechariah 6:9-15.  Here, we find the 
kingly function and the priestly function combined into one person, the Branch.  He would build 
the temple of Yahweh and He would bear the glory.  Jesus is the King of kings (Revelation 
17:14).  But He also is the great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14; 5:10; 8:1).  We are the temple of 
God that He is building (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; Matthew 16:18).  And He bears the glory 
(Matthew 24:30; 35:31; Luke 9:32; 24:26; John 1:14; 2:11; 1 Corinthians 2:8; 2 Corinthians 4:6; 
Hebrews 2:9; James 2:1; 2 Peter 3:18; Revelation 5:12-13).   
 There follows the last of the dated prophecies in Zechariah 7-8 describing the fulfillment 
of Zechariah 6:15.  When Israel went astray, God distanced Himself.  When Israel returns to 
Yahweh, Yahweh will return to His people and bring Truth (Zechariah 8:3, 8; see John 14:6).   
 The book closes with two great burdens or oracles.  These burdens tell much about both 
the suffering and the powerful coming of the Messiah.  In these 6 chapters are four great 
quotations we find in the New Testament, two from each of these two burdens.  Each one is 
focused on the suffering coming, and more specifically on the Passion Week of His coming.    
   
 Zechariah 9:9:  It is most fitting to begin with the first one, Zechariah 9:9, a prophesy 
fulfilled on Palm Sunday of the Passion Week.  Matthew 21:5 and John 12:15 directly quote this 
passage speaking of the coming of Jesus, the King, to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  We find from 
this prophesy that the coming Messiah would be Israel's King.  They could recognize Him 
because He would come poor and lowly, riding on a donkey's colt.  This is significant first 
because this is not how kings came.  They came with power and with their armies and with great  
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wealth on the best of horses.  And when we first saw this King in this book, He was on a horse 
(Zechariah 1:8), a red horse.  When we last see Him, He is worshiped (Zechariah 14:16-17).  
 But He was not going to first come on a horse, but on a donkey's colt.  The colt is 
significant because it signifies an animal not yet broken to ride.  Thus, when One comes riding 
on a donkey's colt, being poor and lowly, and offering salvation, we should pay attention.  This is 
how the King of Israel would come.  Mark records Jesus instructing His disciples to bring a colt 
on which no one has sat (Mark 11:2).  Luke also records this detail (Luke 19:30).  The Messiah 
would be master of the colt and the colt would submit willingly to the master.  This is not the 
first time one of this species had met the Master (see Numbers 22:23, 25, 27, 33).  In the words 
of Scripture, the dumb donkey there rebuked the madness of the prophet (2 Peter 2:16).  Here, 
the Messiah would be known by His coming, riding on a donkey's colt, poor and lowly. 
 But He would also come being just and bringing salvation.  It is thus not surprising that 
the cry of the crowd went to Psalm 118:25-26.  This is the Psalm of rejoicing and salvation 
(Psalm 118:14-15, 21, 25).  In fact, the Hebrew words “Hosiah-na” (hosanna) literally mean 
“save now.”  These words are a cry for salvation.  Zechariah tells us that the King would bring 
salvation.   
 There also is a call for Jerusalem to greatly rejoice and shout.  On Palm Sunday, again, 
this was fulfilled.  There was a great crowd that followed Jesus up to the feast coming from 
Jericho (Matthew 20:29).  Jesus stopped in Bethany (John 12:1-11).  The next day, as He 
prepared to go into Jerusalem, a great multitude took palm branches and went out to meet Him 
(John 12:12-13).  With a great multitude before Him and behind Him, the disciples began to 
rejoice and praise God (Luke 19:37).  The crowds joined in (Matthew 21:9).  For one day, the 
Mount of Olives and Mount Zion rang with the praise of the King, as foretold by Zechariah, our 
prophet.   
 

 Zechariah 13:7:  The second great Zechariah prophesy quoted in the life of Christ was 
one Jesus Himself quoted probably shortly after midnight on Friday, after the Last Supper and 
after they had come to the Mount of Olives.  There, Jesus quotes Zechariah 13:7 about Yahweh 
striking the Shepherd and the sheep being scattered.  In this, of course, Jesus spoke of His 
impending death and of the stumbling of the disciples.  Again, this is a striking prophecy, 
because Jesus plainly references Himself as being the Shepherd.  For us, this is not a radical idea, 
since we have passages like John 10 and Hebrews 13:20 that teach us that Jesus is the Shepherd.  
But Psalm 23 tells us that Yahweh is the Shepherd.  Isaiah 40:11 states that God would feed His 
flock like a shepherd.  Ezekiel 34 tells us that God would re-establish David as the shepherd.  For 
Jesus to claim to be the Shepherd, He is claiming the Messianic mantle linked to God Himself.  
But, more than simply speaking of the Messiah being a Shepherd, the prophecy is that Messiah 
would be struck and the sheep scattered.  Once before in Scripture, this image is given so that we 
might understand what is being said.  In 1 Kings 22:17, 34-37; 2 Chronicles 18:16, 33-34, 
Micaiah told King Ahab that he saw Israel scattered as sheep with no shepherd, a prophesy of 
Ahab's impending death in battle.  The striking of the shepherd and the scattering of the sheep  
must be seen as a prophesy of the death of the Shepherd.  The Messiah would die even as 
Zechariah prophesied, something Daniel references (Daniel 9:26).  Jesus finishes His trail of 
instructions on His death (Matthew 16:21; 17:12, 22; 20:18; 26:2, 12, 24, 28, 31-32) with 
Zechariah's quote.   He was about to be cut off. 
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 Zechariah 11:12:  The third quoted prophecy appears also on Good Friday, after morning 
had come.  Judas, who earlier in the week had agreed to betray Jesus for 30 pieces of silver 
(Matthew 26:14-16), saw that Jesus had been condemned and was remorseful.  He brought back 
the 30 pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders.  When they would not accept the funds, he 
threw them down in the temple and hanged himself.  The chief priests then took the silver and 
determined to buy the potter's field to bury strangers there.  Matthew tells us that this fulfilled the 
prophesy spoken by Jeremiah and then quotes Zechariah 11:12.   
 In Jeremiah 19, God told Jeremiah to get a potter's earthen flask and go out to the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom which the kings of Judah had filled with the blood of the innocents (they 
sacrificed their children to foreign gods in this place – 2 Kings 23:10; 2 Chronicles 28:3; 33:6; 
Jeremiah 7:30-31; 32:35).  God says that the place would no longer be called the Valley of the 
Son  of Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter and it would be full of graves.   
 One entered the valley through the Potsherd Gate (Jeremiah 19:2), indicating most likely 
that this was the gate to the potter's house and field.   
 Zechariah tells us that they weighed out the shepherd's wages as 30 pieces of silver, the 
price of a slave (Exodus 21:32).   According to Zechariah, this amount was thrown into the house 
of the LORD for the potter.  Since Jeremiah has told us that the Potsherd Gate led to the Valley 
of Hinnom, we deduce that the potter's house and field was in that valley.  So, when Zechariah 
tells us that the 30 pieces of silver was for the potter, from the Old Testament we would 
understand that the 30 pieces of silver was to be used for the potter, whose residence was in the 
valley of Hinnom.   
 Matthew confirms this, and further clarifying for us that the “they” of Zechariah 11:12 
were the Jewish people and the shepherd of Zechariah 11:12 was Jesus.  As Zechariah 
prophesied, the value was 30 pieces of silver.  The money was thrown into the temple.  And it 
was given to the potter, to buy from him his field to use for burying strangers.   
  
 Zechariah 12:10:  The last prophecy quoted in the New Testament about the Messiah is 
found in John 19:37.  This event occurs after 3:00 pm on Good Friday.  We know this because 
Jesus died at 3:00 pm that day (Matthew 27:46-50; Mark 15:34-37).  Zechariah tells us that they 
will look on “Me” whom they have pierced and they shall mourn for “Him” as one mourns for 
their only child.  After Jesus died, the soldiers came and pierced His side with a spear, and out 
came blood and water.  John tells us that this was done to fulfill Scripture stating that they “They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced.”  The piercing of the dead Jesus was the piercing of God 
Himself.  Zechariah goes on to tell us that there is a “fountain” for sin and cleansing (Zechariah 
13:1), using a word to describe the flow of blood from a body.      
 

 I find it interesting that of all of the great prophetic passages in the book of Zechariah, the 
New Testament gospel writers pick out four, each one dealing with the suffering Messiah, and 
each dealing with Passion week, with 3 of the 4 focused on Good Friday.  We find from these 
passages that He would be a poor King who brings salvation, an idea unique to Zechariah.  We 
find also that He would be stricken, an idea though not unique is relatively rare in the Old 
Testament.  We find that He would be sold for 30 pieces of silver and the silver would be cast 
into the temple and used for the potter in the Valley of Hinnom, which prophesy was linked to 
making the valley a valley of graves.  Again, part of this prophesy arises from Jeremiah, but the 
price is given to us only by Zechariah.  Finally, unique among Old Testament prophecies, there 
is a clear linkage to the Messiah's being God who dies.   


